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11T Delhi to celebrate Alumni Day on Dec 28

New Delhi, Nov 26:

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/on-campus/iit-delhi-to-celebrate-alumni-day-on-dec-
28/article6636022.ece

T Delhi is gearing up for its annual Alumni Day scheduled on 28th December. The event will be organised in
collaboration with IIT Delhi Alumni Association (IITDAA). This year's theme of the event is ‘Envision the
Future Together’.

Alumni Day is celebrated by all ITDAA chapters across the world on the same day in sync with the main event
held at IIT Delhi.

Alumni Day will comprise fun-filled events throughout the day, networking and serious discussions on how to
strengthen the institute and make it one of the world’s best altars of technology. More than 1000 alumni and
faculty along with their family members are expected to participate in the event.

“After last year’s success, we are sure that this mix of fun, fundas, food and friends will make it a day to cherish
for alumni and their families,” Ashok Kumar, President of II'T Delhi Alumni Association, said in a press
statement. "We are thrilled to invite the entire alumni community from across the globe and wish to make this
event a grand success.”


http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/on-campus/iit-delhi-to-celebrate-alumni-day-on-dec-28/article6636022.ece
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University of Hyderabad VC Ramaswamy resigns

TNN | Nov 25, 2014, 02.37AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/University-of-Hyderabad-VC-Ramaswamy-
resigns/articleshow/45265448.cms

HYDERABAD: In a decision that took the University of Hyderabad's (UoH)'s academic circles by surprise,
Prof Ramakrishna Ramaswamy on Monday announced his decision to step down as vice-chancellor of the
varsity, 18 months before he completes his term. Ramaswamy would be the first UoH VC to leave office ahead
of his tenure.

Ramaswamy reportedly announced his resignation at an executive committee meeting held on the university
campus. He is expected to remain on leave till the Union ministry for human resource development (MHRD)
accepts his resignation, sources said. According to the sources, Ramaswamy cited personal reasons and ill-
health of a family member as the reason to quit the varsity's lead administrative position midway.

Who would get to take up the in-charge vice-chancellorship is still not known. While the university rule book
says that the senior most professor on campus should take charge till a permanent VVC is appointed, those in the
know of things said Pro-VC Prof E Haribabu from the department of sociology could be given the charge.

The sources claimed that repeated reprimands from the MHRD over several controversies surrounding him
forced Ramaswamy to step down. The vice-chancellor had come under fire for a variety of alleged
administrative lapses in the past three years, including allegations of excessive expenditure on telephone bills
and construction of a palatial official residence. Apart from these, the faculty and student members of UoH had
pointed out alleged irregularities in the appointment of officials in certain administrative posts during his term.
Two student suicides on the UoH campus were also, to a certain extent, blamed on the callousness and
discrimination on caste lines by the administration headed by Ramaswamy.

The most recent incident, due to which the university was put on the backfoot, was a protest against moral
policing held by students that was disrupted by Bharatiya Janata Yuv Morcha (BJYM) activists. The BJYM had
also filed a police complaint against the university senior officials for allowing students to kiss and hug in
public.

Sources alleged that the vice-chancellor has been facing trouble ever since the BJP-led NDA government took
charge at the Centre. "The VC's alleged association with the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government
was raked by higher-ups in the MHRD and they made it clear that he cannot continue as VC," a source alleged.
Ramaswamy was not available for comment.

Ramaswamy, a physicist from Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University (JNTU), was appointed VC of UoH
in June 2011. He was earlier a faculty of the School of Physical Sciences as well as the Centre for
Computational Biology and Bioinformatics in the School of Computational and Integrative Sciences in JNU,
New Delhi, since 1986. He had also worked at Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (Mumbai) and California
Institute of Technology (Caltech) in Pasadena as a post-doctoral fellow. Ramaswamy holds a PhD in chemistry
from Princeton University.
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Smriti Irani introduces HHT bill in LS to set up 4 new national
Institutions of learning

New Delhi: A bill to bring four institutes of information technology under the ambit of a single authority was
taken up on Tuesday in Lok Sabha, a move that was welcomed by members from across the political spectrum.

Moving the Indian Institutes of Information and Technology (111T) Bill, 2014, for consideration, HRD Minister
Smriti Irani said its passage would help realise Prime Minister Narendra Modi's dream of 'Digital India'.

The declaration of the I11Ts as institutions of national importance was being initiated with a view to providing
manpower of global standards for the information technology industry, the bill said.

The four institutes are I1IT-Allahabad, I1IT-Gwalior, 11T Design and Manufacturing Jabalpur and [T Design
and Manufacturing Kancheepuram.

Representational Image. Reuters

These institutes, which receive grants-in-aid from the government, were sanctioned Rs 649.86 crore during the
11th plan period to meet their recurring and non-recurring expenditure. These institutes are fully funded by the
central government but do not enjoy statutory status.

The bill, once passed, will give these institutions independent status with uniform policy framework. It will
allow their students to get degrees.

Citing a report, Irani said electronics import bill is likely to exceed the oil import bill by 2020 and hence there
was a need to declare these four institutes as institutes of national importance.

These institutes will help in creating manpower by educating people, Irani said.

The bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha in the previous session in August. It was originally introduced in
2013, but lapsed with the 15th Lok Sabha as it could not be passed by the previous government.

Initiating discussion on the bill, Jagdambika Pal (BJP) said these institutions should be strengthened on the lines
of 11Ts to help create world class institutes of global standards.

"They should be brought under one umbrella act and more such institutes should be set up in other states so that
they become institutes of human development,” Pal said.


http://www.firstpost.com/topic/person/narendra-modi-profile-20711.html
http://s2.firstpost.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/StudentsXaviers_Reuters.jpg
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Praising the Bill, Rabindra Kumar Jena (BJD) demanded that one such institute be set up in Odisha.

BJP member S S Ahluwalia said the bill will help transform "jana sankhya™ (population) to "jana shakti"
(people's strength).

Opposition AIADMK, Telangana Rashtriya Samiti (TSR) and Indian National Lok Dal supported the bill.

"We fully support the bill, but we should have furturistic approach. We should not let the quality of the
education to go down. We should create few institutes and let few scientists come out of it. But they should be
such that would make India proud,” TRS MP K Kavitha said.

She also cautioned migration of scientists from these institutes.

Among those who participated in the debate were BJP MPs Rama Devi, Hukum Singh, Ajay Mishra, INLD MP
Dushyant Chautala, Sikkim Democratic Front member P D Rai. The discussion remained inconclusive.

NIT to engineer course curriculum on II'T model

TNN | Nov 25, 2014, 03.29 PM IST

SURAT: The course curriculum of National Institutes of Technology (NITs) will soon be made similar to that of the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs). Both these groups of institutes of national importance have been asked to work in close
collaboration by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of India for knowledge sharing
and to provide better exposure to students in technical education, academicians informed.

"We are working in collaboration with IIT Bombay. The current curriculum in NITs is almost at par with lIT but efforts are
on to make it a notch better. NITs across India are working in collaboration with the IITs for the benefit of students," said
P D Porey, director, Sardar Vallabhbhai National Institute of Technology (SVNIT).

"The NITs have been asked to take the level of their course curriculum to that of the IITs. We have already begun
working on it. The NIT faculty is currently busy developing the course module to be introduced. It will help the students
and the institutes to excel academically," said G J Joshi, dean academics, SVNIT.

The collaborative measures were discussed at the recently held meeting of MHRD and the joint council of IIT and NIT. A
knowledge pool will be created between the institutes so that they can share technology, sources informed.

At present, there are 30 NITs located across the country. They will work with the lITs located closest to them. The IITs
have always been the first choice of engineering aspirants. If they failed to get admission in one of the IITs, the students'
next choice was a NIT. Academicians working with the NITs claim that they are happy on getting an opportunity to work
with the IIT faculty.

"So far there was an informal tie between the NITs and the IITs. However, now the relationship will get a formal
structure and more clarity. This would benefit the students. The plans would be discussed in the future meetings of the
NIT council," Porey added. SVNIT has been holding IIT Bombay's Techfest for the past few years in Surat. Engineering
students from across the state have been taking part in this and also in workshops and lecture series that are held in
collaboration by the two institutes. The strengthening of the ties between the institutes mean they can work as partner
institutes someday, sources claimed.


http://www.firstpost.com/topic/place/telangana-profile-230151.html
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[IT-Madras shows the way in low-cost housing

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/l1T-Madras-shows-the-way-in-low-cost-housing/articleshow/45253121.cms

CHENNALI: With real estate prices and cost of construction on the rise, owning a house in cities remains a
dream for the middle class. But it might soon be a thing of the past, courtesy IIT Madras and its efforts to

popularize the cost-effective, rapid and eco-friendly method of construction using Glass Fiber Reinforced

Gypsum (GFRG) panels.

After the successful construction of a two-storey building at the 11T campus in June this year using GFRG
panels, experts from the civil engineering department of the institute are close to an agreement with Tata
Housing Development Corporation Ltd to build a housing project at Boisar, a suburb in Mumbai, for low-
income groups.

The GFRG building method essentially uses glass fibres and specially calcined gypsum plaster to make the
regular panel stronger and water resistant.

According to Shinto Paul, structural design engineer for the GFRG building at 11T-M and PhD scholar at the
civil engineering department, the foundation for the building is laid in the regular manner and GFRG panels are
used for erecting the remaining superstructure with minimum concrete usage except at the joints and cavities of
the panel. Once the foundation is constructed and the panels are erected, the main structure can be built in a few
days.

However, while using GFRG panels, all floors should ideally have the same floor plan. Curved structures and
domes are best avoided or concrete can be used for such areas.

"The rapid low-cost housing project is headed in the right direction and we are in talks with Tata Housing to use
the technology for mass housing projects. We are also collaborating with various state governments and housing
structures are already being built in Kerala using this technique."” said Bhaskar Ramamurthi, director, IIT
Madras.

A senior official with Tata Housing confirmed the development and said the pilot project discussions were
under way. The pilot module of the Boisar project consists of nine buildings, each with five floors and eight
apartments on each floor. After the construction of the pilot module, the project may be scaled up with more
buildings. It is estimated that the total cost of construction will be limited to less than 1,200 per sqft.

"We have been getting numerous enquiries about the project after the completion of the demo building at our
campus,” said A Meher Prasad, head of the department of civil engineering, IIT Madras. The 1,981sqft two-
storeyed building at the 11T campus, with two one-bedroom and two two-bedroom apartments, was completed
in just a month at a cost of 24 lakh.

"We are constructing a 54-unit housing building for Kerala government at Chottanikara at a cost of 1,000 per
sgft. The idea is to bring down the cost of constructing the structure and the customer can choose the remaining
accessories and fittings," said Shinto Paul.

As of now, the GFRG panels are being manufactured at FACT-RCF Building Products Ltd (FRBL) in Kochi, a
joint venture between The Fertilisers and Chemicals Travancore Ltd (FACT) and Rashtriya Chemicals and
Fertilisers, Mumbai. Proposals have been mooted to the Union government and more manufacturing units for
GFRG panels are expected to be set up across the country to further scale down the transportation cost of the
panels.
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